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of all the experimental work done from the time of
Fechner down is virtually work on human behavior,
and only incidentally, if at all, on consciousness. A very
typical form of experiment has been the assignment of a
task and the measurement of the success with which the
task was performed; with variation of the conditions
and observation of the resulting change in the perform-
ance of the task. Fechner's own work in the perception
of small differences was of this sort, though he chose to
interpret it in a somewhat strained manner; and the
same may be said of a large share of the subsequent
work on psychophysics. Reaction time work is of this
sort, and has frequently been criticised by the more en-
thusiastic introspectionists on the ground that it has
failed to give a description of consciousness. The same
can be said, emphatically, of most of the great mass of
work on memory and practice. Finally, studies of
individual differences, heredity, mental development,
and abnormal conditions have, with few exceptions,
been carried out by objective methods and have con-
sequently yielded results on behavior rather than on
consciousness. It is true that introspection has some-
times, and of late years to an increasing degree, been
combined with the objective determinations; and it is
also true that the results of the objective determina-
tions have often been stated in terms of conscious ex-
periences, rather than purely in terms of the objective
conditions and the motor reaction; but the task would
not be difficult to clear away all this introspective and
interpretative material, and write a psychology, on the
basis of results already obtained, that should be strictly